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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1960 


To  the  Chairmafi  add  Me7nbers  of  the  East  Elloe  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  health  of  your 
district  for  the  year  1960. 

Once  again  it  can  be  reported  that  the  health  of  the  people  of  this 
District,  as  judged  by  death  statistics  and  infectious  disease  noti- 
fications, has  been  good  during  1960.  Infectious  diseases  have  been 
few  and  this  branch  of  the  work  of  the  department,  under  normal 
circumstances,  is  now  a minor  one.  It  was  pleasing  to  see  that  once 
again  there  were  no  cases  of  either  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  but  for 
both  diseases  there  are  still  too  many  defaulters  from  immunisation. 
Almost  certainly  this  is  mainly  through  apathy  and  not  because  of  any 
active  distrust.  Parents  of  unprotected  children  are  therefore  strongly 
urged  to  take  advantage  of  these  simple  and  well  proved  procedures. 

The  year  was  not  marked  by  any  spectacular  moves  in  the  field  of 
Public  Health  but  rather  by  a fairly  steady  advance  on  all  fronts.  But 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  most  pressing  needs  of  the  District  continue 
to  be  the  abolition  of  bad  housing  and  insanitary  drainage  methods. 

Throughout  the  Country  for  some  years  there  has  been  a gradual 
but  steady  diminution  of  problems  of  infectious  disease  control  and 
environmental  hygiene.  Improved  living  conditions,  better  personal 
hygiene  and  the  development  of  specific  immunisation  have  together 
reduced  infectious  diseases  to  comparative  rarities.  A more  affluent 
society,  higher  standards  of  living,  the  reduction  of  overcrowding,  the 
replacement  of  slums  by  councils  and  owner-occupiers,  the  control  of 
food  hygiene  and  the  start,  in  necessary  areas,  of  atmospheric  hygiene 
have  vastly  reduced  environmental  problems.  In  your  District 
however  there  are  still  major  problems  as  yet  not  completely  solved. 
There  are  still  very  large  numbers  of  homes  which,  although  not  slums 
in  the  worst  sense  of  the  word,  are  without  doubt  sub-standard  in  this 
present  age.  This,  plus  the  lack  of  main  drainage  in  the  urbanised 
areas  with  the  necessary  use  of  insanitary  and  unaesthetic  methods, 
goes  counter  to  the  thought  expressed  by  your  Medical  Officer  in  his 
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1937  report  “ that  there  is  no  substantial  reason  why  the  countryman 
should  not  have  an  equal  standard  of  environmental  comfort  to  the 
townsman.”  This  does  not  mean  the  possession  of  cars,  television 
sets  and  the  like  for  these  cannot  compare  with  the  basic  necessities 
of  a good  house  with  pure  water  and  modern  drainage,  although  of 
course  once  these  latter  have  been  acquired  there  is  no  reason  why 
these  other  modern  conveniences  and  luxuries  cannot  be  added.  I 
found  it  of  great  interest  to  read  recently  a copy  of  a “ Report  to  the 
General  Board  of  Health  on  a Preliminary  Inquiry  into  the  Sewerage, 
Drainage,  Supply  of  Water  and  the  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Parish  of  Holbeach,  1849  ” by  a Mr.  William  Lee  but 
found  it  even  more  interesting  to  read  that  the  main  recommendations 
of  that  Report  to  improve  the  health  of  the  population  were  “1.  By 
in  abundant  supply  of  pure  water  carried  into  every  house  in  the  town. 
L.  By  a system  of  drainage  of  the  site  of  the  town.  3.  By  the 
Abolition  of  all  privies  as  at  present  constructed,  and  the  substitution 
of  water  closet  or  soil  pan  apparatus  in  lieu  thereof.”  It  would  appear 
that  even  in  those  days  a water  carriage  drainage  system  was  the  ideal. 
Now  111  years  later,  although  our  ideas  of  the  causes  of  diseases  and 
their  spread  are  completely  altered,  it  is  still  to  be  earnestly  hoped  that 
the  long  awaited  sewage  schemes  for  Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton 
Bridge  proceed  as  speedily  as  possible.  Only  in  this  way  can  “ modern” 
methods  be  offered  to  the  many  using  pail  and  vault  closets,  and  only 
in  this  way  can  the  inefficient  and  overcrowded  urban  cesspools  be 
removed.  In  1960  formal  schemes  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  for  their  approval  and  grant  aid  and  their  reply  is  awaited. 
In  September  1948  the  same  was  done. 


During  the  year  78  properties  were  dealt  with  under  Slum  Clear- 
ance procedure  and  although  the  value  of  all  such  work  cannot  be 
measured  accurately  I am  sure  that  there  is  a considerable  improvement 
in  health  and  happiness  as  a result  of  the  rehousing  activities  of  the 
Council. 

During  the  year  the  main  surveys  of  all  the  Slaughterhouses  in  the 
district  were  undertaken  by  the  Health  Inspectors  and  the  report 
submitted  to  the  Minister.  This  report  was  accepted  and  the  appointed 
day  for  all  work  to  be  completed  was  set  as  1st  July,  1961.  When  this 
is  done  there  should  be  a considerable  improvement  in  the  hygiene  of 
the  meat  produced.  Also  in  1960  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
came  into  force.  For  many  years  we  have,  in  this  country,  accustomed 
ourselves  to  low  standards  of  hygiene  in  our  food  shops,  restaurants 
and  slaughterhouses  and  these  Regulations  will  considerably  strenghten 
the  hand  of  the  Health  Inspectors  and  the  Council  in  dealing  with 
traders  who  are  perhaps  slow  to  realise  the  benefits  to  all  that  improve- 
ments will  produce.  The  other  important  legislation  which  came  into 
force  in  1960  was  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act. 
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This  Act  brings  caravans  very  much  into  line  with  houses  and  should 
be  of  benefit  to  the  increasing  number  of  people  who  have  chosen  to 
make  their  home  in  a caravan. 

Finally  may  I thank  all  the  Chief  Officers  for  their  helpful  co- 
operation throughout  the  year  and  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  Hitchings,  for  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  he  has  administered  all  aspects  of  this  department’s  work. 

I am,  Madam,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

KENNETH  S.  DEAS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


The  district  covers  an  area  of  84,597  acres. 

The  estimated  resident  population,  mid- 1960  : 22,680  persons. 

The  rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  1960  : ,£1 58, 150. 

The  sum  represented  by  a one-penny  rate  : ;£618. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  rate  book  on  31.3.61  : 
7128. 

Estimated  average  number  of  persons  per  inhabited  house  : 3.18. 
Average  number  of  persons  per  acre  : 0.30. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  square  mile  : 172. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre  : 0.08. 


The  rural  district  of  East  Elloe  is  within  the  Holland  division  of 
Lincolnshire  and  is  situated  in  fenland  in  the  extreme  south  of  the 
County,  bounded  for  12  miles  by  the  shores  of  the  Wash.  The  present 
district  is  an  amalgamation  of  the  three  urban  districts  of  Holbeach, 
Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge  together  with  a surrounding  rural 
district.  The  district’s  economy  is  almost  entirely  agricultural  and 
the  land  is  intensively  farmed,  mostly  for  crops.  Associated  in- 
dustries in  the  district  are  flour  millers,  a fruit  and  vegetable  cannery, 
a basket  factory  and  light  agricultural  engineering.  There  is  also  a 
sawmill  and  joinery  works. 


Owing  to  increased  mechanisation  on  the  farm,  there  is  a growing 
number  of  inhabitants  working  in  the  surrounding  towns.  In  this 
area  it  is  the  practice  for  many  of  the  married  women  to  be  employed 
on  agricultural  work,  either  full  or  part-time. 


Births 

Livebirths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

163 

161 

324 

Illegitimate 

6 

5 

11 

Stillbirths 

169 

166 

335 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

11 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

7 

4 

11 

6 


Deaths 


Males  Females  Total 


All  Ages  115 

Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Legitimate  4 

Illegitimate  - 


119  234 

2 6 

1 1 


4 3 7 


Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

Legitimate  2 13 

Illegitimate  -11 


2 2 4 


Infants  under  1 week  of  age 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  - 


2 1 3 


Statistics  relating  to  mothers  and  infants 


Live  Births — Number  335 

Rate  per  1,000  population  14.77 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  3.39 

Stillbirths — Number  1 1 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  31.79 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  346 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  7 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  20.89 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  18.52 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births  90.91 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  11.94 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  8.95 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 
1 week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births)  42.77 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  I’ve  and  still  births  Nil 
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CAUSES  AND  NUMBERS  OF  DEATHS  IN 
EAST  ELLOE  RURAL  DISTRICT  DURING  1960 


Male  Female  Total 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

2 

1 

3 

11. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 

4 

3 

7 

12. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

— 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

4 

4 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

17 

11 

28 

15. 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia 

— 

1 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

15 

22 

37 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

17 

17 

34 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

1 

3 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

15 

26 

41 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

3 

5 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

— 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

24. 

Bronchitis 

3 

5 

8 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

— 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

20 

14 

34 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

— 

5 

434. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

— 

2 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

r36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Total  number  of  deaths  : 

115 

119 

234 
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Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  in  East  Elloe 

Rural  District  1946 — 1960. 


Year 

No.  of 
Births 

Crude 

Birth 

Rate 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

Average  5 years 

Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

1946 

421 

19.05 

226 

10.23 

28.50 

1 

1947 

519 

23.15 

246 

10.97 

50.10 

1948 

443 

19.32 

210 

9.16 

24.83 

[ 19.15 

10.28 

35.41 

1949 

390 

17.05 

264 

11.54 

38.46 

1950 

398 

17.17 

220 

9.49 

35.18 

1951 

373 

16.24 

251 

10.93 

32.17 

1952 

376 

16.57 

247 

10.89 

34.57 

1953 

371 

16.33 

223 

9.82 

40.43 

1 15.72 

10.52 

28.17 

1954 

360 

15.80 

246 

10.79 

30.55 

1955 

318 

13.66 

237 

10.18 

3.14 

1956 

330 

14.25 

251 

10.84 

30.30 

1957 

313 

13.54 

226 

9.78 

28.75 

1958 

338 

14.92 

253 

11.17 

14.79 

[ 14.40 

10.54 

23.79 

1959 

330 

14.54 

240 

10.58 

24.24 

1960 

335 

14.77 

234 

10.31 

20.89 

j 

COMMENTS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  birth  and  death  rates  have  been  corrected  by  using  the 
comparability  factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  and  these 
figures  may  therefore  be  compared  with  those  of  England  and  Wales  : — 


East  Elloe  England 

Rural  District  and  Wales 

Live  Birth  Rate  14.76  17.1 

Death  Rate  10.22  11.5 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  20.89  21.7 


The  above  figures  show  that  the  district  compares  favourably  with 
those  of  the  country  as  a whole. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Cases  Notified,  excluding  Tuberculosis 

Disease  Cases  Notified 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  9 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  - 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dysentery  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  ...  - 

Paratyphoid  ...  ...  ...  ...  - 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Meningococcal  Infection  ...  ...  - 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  - 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ...  ...  ...  - 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  - 

Total  : 169 


Analysis  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  under  Age  Groups. 


Ag 

e Group  in 

year 

Disease 

under 

1 

1-2 

3-4 

5-14 

15-24 

25 

&over 

Not 

known 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

, ■ 

1 

2 

4 



1 

8 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

4 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Measles 

4 

18 

26 

78 

1 

— 

— 

127 

Pneumonia 

— 

■ — ■ 

— 

3 

2 

9 

— 

14 

Dysentry 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

Meningococcal 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

— 

10 

Infection 

— 

— 

— - 



. — - 

— 



— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  cases  : 

4 

23 

32 

86 

6 

18 

— 

169 
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Comments  on  Infectious  Diseases 

As  usual  measles  was  the  most  prevalent  infectious  disease,  although 
1960  was  not  a “ measles  ” year.  This  disease  however,  although 
considered  by  the  lay  public  to  be  a normal  part  of  childhood,  is  still, 
in  the  very  young,  a dangerous  and  distressing  condition.  At  present 
work  is  going  on  to  develop  an  anti-measles  vaccine  and  when  this  is 
introduced  should  greatly  decrease  the  incidence  of  this  childhood 
trouble. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Between  the  1st  January,  1960  and  the  31st  December,  1960, 
295  children  under  five  years  of  age,  and  10  children  between  the  ages 
of  5 and  14  years,  received  a primary  immunisation  course  (3  injections 
at  monthly  intervals). 

A further  431  children  were  given  a “ booster  ” or  secondary 
injection. 


The  following  table  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  shows  the  numbers  and  percentage  of  children  at  31st 
December,  1960,  who  have  been  immunised  at  any  time. 


Under 

1 and  under 

5— 

14 

District 

1 

year 

5 years 

years 

No. 

/o 

No. 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

Boston  Borough 

...  130 

37.7 

1189 

79.7 

3694 

94.4 

Spalding  Urban 

...  65 

26.0 

663 

70.0 

2078 

95.8 

Boston  Rural 

...  137 

43.7 

981 

72.0 

3225 

93.0 

East  Elloe  Rural 

...  108 

33.2 

892 

72.1 

3309 

90.9 

Spalding  Rural 

...  91 

31.5 

835 

71.8 

3092 

96.0 

Totals 

...  531 

34.9 

4560 

72.6 

15398 

93.8 

When  considering  the  figure  33.2%  for 
(i.e.  under  1 year)  who  had  been  immunised 

children  born 
in  the  year  it 

in  1960 
must  be 

noted  that  only  about  one  third  of  them  could  have  completed  the 
course  of  injections  by  December  31st. 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Cases  of  Tuberculosis  on  the 

Pulmonary  ... 

M. 
...  37 

F. 

43 

Total 

80 

Register  at  31/12/60. 

’ Non-pulmonary 

6 

2 

8 

Cases  removed  from  the  Register 

> Pulmonary  ... 

...  2 

2 

4 

as  cured  during  1960. 

r Non-pulmonary 

— 

1 

1 

Cases  removed  from  the  Register 

Pulmonary  ... 

— 

— 

— 

due  to  diagnosis  not  being 

> Non-pulmonarv 

— 

— 

— 

confirmed  during  1960. 

Cases  added  to  the  Register  , 

Pulmonary  ... 

4 

4 

8 

during  1959.  i 

Non-pulmonary 

1 

— 

1 

11 


The  total  number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  31.12.60  was  88. 
Nine  names  were  added  to  the  Register  during  1960  and  seven  cases 
were  removed  ; two  of  which  were  removed  through  death  and  five 
cases  left  the  district. 


Analysis  of  new  cases  and  deaths  during  1960. 


Age  Group 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

Under  5 years 

— 

— 

■ 

— 1 



5-15  years 

— 

- — 

— — 

— — 

• — — 

15-25  years 

1 

2 

— — 

— - — - 

— — 

25-35  years 

1 

2 

1 — 

- — — 

• — - — 

35-45  years 

45-55  years 

1 

— 

— — 

— - — 

— — 

55-65  years 

1 

• — • 

- — • — 

— — 

— - — 

Over  65  years 

— 

— 

— — 

— 1 

— — 

Totals 

4 

4 

1 — 

- 2 

— — 

Details  of  Cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register,  1951-1960. 


Cases  on  Register  at  Deaths  during  year 

31st  December 


New 

Cases 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

pulmonary 

1951 

12 

57 

22 

8 

2 

1952 

10 

61 

20 

4 

— 

1953 

8 

62 

15 

— 

— 

1954 

12 

69 

7 

4 

— 

1955 

9 

74 

9 

— 

— 

1956 

10 

72 

9 

— 

— 

1957 

12 

77 

8 

2 

— 

1958 

6 

80 

7 

— 

— 

1959 

3 

83 

8 

3 

— 

1960 

9 

80 

8 

2 



These  figures  help  to  show  that  tuberculosis  is  not  yet  a disease  of 
the  past.  Although  in  the  Country  the  figures  of  new  cases  and  deaths 
are  dramatically  lower  than  they  were  20  years  ago  new  cases  are 
constantly  being  found.  The  number  of  new  cases  notified  in  this 
District  this  year  is  not  very  much  different  to  what  it  was  ten  years  ago. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 

AREA 


(a)  Hospitals 

Holbeach  Hospital  is  attended  by  the  various  specialists  at  given 
intervals.  It  is  a general  practitioner’s  hospital  and  a duty  rota  is 
maintained  by  all  the  practitioners  in  the  District.  It  has  a maternity 
unit. 


Other  hospitals  which  serve  the  area  are  : — 

Boston  General  Hospital 
King’s  Lynn  and  West  Norfolk  Hospital 
North  Cambridge  Hospital,  Wisbech 
White  House  Hospital,  Fishtoft 

Pinchbeck  Road  Hospital,  Spalding 


Acute  General  cases 

yy  yy  yy 

yy  yy  yy 

Infectious  and  Chest 
Diseases 

Aged  and  chronic 
sick 


(b)  Ambulance  Service 

A standing  Joint  Committee  representative  of  the  Local  Medical 
Committee,  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  the  County 
Council,  aims  at  ensuring  the  efficiency  of  this  Service. 


Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services 


The  County  Council  is  the  supervising  authority  under  the  Mid- 
wives Acts. 


(d)  Health  Visiting 

Health  Visitors  attend  infant  welfare  and  ante-natal  clinics,  visit 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  mental  defectives. 


(e)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-natal  clinics  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council  at  Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge. 

Ophthalmological  examinations  are  provided  by  appointment  at 
Holbeach  Clinic. 

Speech  Therapy  is  provided  by  appointment  at  Holbeach  Clinic. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  and  immunisation  against  diphtheria 
and  Whooping  Cough  are  provided  at  all  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 
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(f)  Laboratory  Facilities 

These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the 
Medical  Research  Council  at  Lincoln  and  specimens  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  samples  of  food  and  water  have  been  despatched  there. 

Samples  of  milk  and  ice-cream  have  also  been  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Peterborough  and  District  hospital. 

(g)  Home  Nursing 

A home  nursing  service  is  maintained  by  the  County  Council. 

(h)  Home  Helps 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  is  available 
to  the  public  during  illness  or  in  the  later  months  of  pregnancy. 

(i)  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 

No  orders  were  made  under  this  section  this  year  but  there  are 
many  old  people  in  the  District  who  border  on  the  conditions  requiring 
action.  Many  visits  have  been  made  to  such  people  during  the  year 
and  the  help  of  nurses  and  welfare  workers  sought. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA,  HOUSING, 
INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

These  matters  are  dealt  with  in  detail  in  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  which  follows. 


HOUSING 

Reference  to  the  housing  needs  of  the  District  has  been  made  in 
the  foreword  to  this  report.  Full  details  of  the  existing  state  of  Slum 
Clearance  and  rebuilding  will  be  found  in  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  report  following. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

It  is  estimated  that  98%  of  the  properties  in  the  district  have  a 
mains  water  supply  available  to  them,  and  a pure  and  adequate  supply 
has  been  provided  in  the  year.  I am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Water 
Engineer  and  Manager,  Mr.  H.  Rippin,  for  the  following  report. 
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REPORT  FOR  1960  SUPPLIED  BY  COUNCIL’S  WATER 

ENGINEER 


For  the  report  covering  1959  it  was  necessary  to  record  that  the 
unusually  dry  summer  of  that  year  had  created  record  demands  for 
water. 

For  this  report  covering  1960,  it  is  necessary  to  state  that  an 
unusually  wet  summer  had  been  experienced,  and  water  undertakings 
throughout  the  country  were  not  embarrassed  as  occurred  during  the 
previous  year. 

Yet  contrary  to  expectations  the  water  consumption  for  1960  in 
the  area  covered  by  the  East  Elloe  Council’s  Water  Undertaking  was 
in  excess  of  that  for  1959.  The  total  quantity  of  water  distributed  in 
the  Council’s  area  for  1960  was  269,880,000  gallons  as  compared  with 
262,310,000  gallons  for  1959. 

The  wet  season  of  1960  is  however,  reflected  in  the  fact  that  lower 
peaks  were  experienced  than  in  1959.  The  daily  average  during  the 
peak  week  of  1960  was  969,000  gallons,  but  for  1959  was  1,023,000 
gallons.  The  daily  average  for  the  year  of  1960  was  736,300  gallons 
as  against  718,657  gallons  for  1959. 

The  average  consumption  expressed  in  gallons  per  head  per  day 
of  human  population  supplied  was  32.44,  but  of  this  figure  the  domestic 
consumption  is  approximately  19.85  gallons  per  head  per  day.  This 
domestic  figure  has  considerably  increased  over  the  last  few  years  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  all  new  houses  have  water  borne  sanitation  in 
addition  to  more  facilities  for  water  usage,  and  further  many  older 
houses  have  installed  water  sanitation.  It  is  now  estimated  that 
approximately  70%  of  all  domestic  properties  have  water  borne 
sanitation. 

The  distribution  scheme  covering  approximately  20  miles  of  4" 
diameter  and  V diameter  mains  received  final  Ministry  approval,  and 
it  was  hoped  that  the  contract  would  commence  towards  the  end  of  1960. 
The  wet  weather  however  had  its  effect  in  this  regard  as  owing  to 
saturated  ground  conditions,  the  commencement  had  to  be  deferred 
until  some  improvement  occurred.  It  was  expected  to  start  the  work 
of  laying  the  mains  in  the  Spring  of  1961. 

The  scheme  for  continuation  of  the  trunk  main  duplication  was 
also  put  into  course  of  preparation.  This  was  to  continue  the  trunk 
main  duplication  from  Holbeach  to  Little  Sutton  Tower  which  when 
completed  would  put  the  undertaking  on  a sound  basis  to  meet  all 
foreseeable  demands  for  water. 
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A number  of  alternative  routes  were  considered,  among  them 
being  to  use  the  land  of  the  British  Transport  Commission,  and  lay  the 
main  parallel  to  the  railway  line  between  Holbeach  and  Little  Sutton. 

Some  sections  of  this  route,  on  close  investigation  presented 
considerable  difficulties,  and  if  adopted  would  have  increased  the 
capital  cost.  It  was  finally  decided  to  use  only  part  of  the  British 
Railway  property  for  this  purpose  namely  from  Holbeach  to  midway 
between  Fleet  and  Gedney.  The  section  between  Gedney  and  Sutton 
following  a route  North  of  the  main  road  and  avoiding  trunk  road 
disturbance  as  much  as  possible.  The  estimated  cost  of  this  trunk 
main  scheme  was  ,(^49, 183/ 12/4  and  it  was  expected  the  scheme  would 
be  presented  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  early 
in  1961  for  approval. 

Some  small  sections  of  distribution  mains  were  laid  during  the 
year  under  review  by  direct  labour,  primarily  for  private  housing 
estates.  Also  some  extended  services  were  installed  to  outlying  farms 
under  Ministry  of  Agriculture  grant  aided  schemes. 

Frequent  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  of  water  were  taken 
with  satisfactory  results.  In  all  cases  when  new  mains  are  laid  these 
are  sterilized  and  sampled  before  being  put  into  service. 

A typical  chemical  analysis  of  mains  water  taken  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year  is  appended.  This  shows  the  characteristics  of  the  mixed 
bulk  supply  which  is  received  at  the  Council’s  main  station  at  Weston. 

Of  the  total  supply  received  during  the  year  approximately  75% 
is  from  the  source  of  the  Spalding  Rural  District  Council  at  Pinchbeck, 
and  25%  from  the  source  of  the  Spalding  Urban  District  Council  at 
Bourne. 


Chemical  Examination 

A sample  of  mains  water  was  sent  for  full  chemical  examination  on 
9th  February,  1960,  and  the  analyst’s  report  on  it  was  as  follows  : — 

Appearance  when  received  : NIL  Nature  of  Deposit  : NIL 

Colour  : NIL  Odour  : NIL 

Reaction  : Faintly  alkaline,  PH7.5  Taste  : Satisfactory. 


Results  of  chemical 

analysis  in 

parts  per  million  : — 

Ammoniacal  nitrogen  : 

0.08 

Hardness  as  CaC03  : — 

Albuminoid  nitrogen  : 

0.04 

Total  : 

310 

Nitrate  nitrogen  : 

1.0 

Carbonate  (Temporary) 

240 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  : 

NIL 

Non-carbonate  (permaner 

It)  70 

Chlorine  as  chlorides  : 
Oxygen  absorbed 

18 

Alkalinity  as  CaC03 

240 

16 


(4  hr.,  27°C.) 

0.30 

Free  carbon  dioxide 

15 

Silica  as  Si02 

4.5 

Total  solids  (at  180°C) 

435 

Sulphate  as  S04 

90 

Iron  (total) 

0.11 

Fluorine  as  F 

0.70 

Metals  in  solution 

other 

than  iron 

NIL 

Analyst’s  opinion  : — - 

The  organic  quality  of  this  water  is  good  and  the  analysis  as  a 
whole  shows  no  sign  of  pollution.  This  water  was  previously  analysed 
in  December  1957  and  the  present  analysis  is  similar  to  that  of  the 
previous  sample  except  that  the  fluorine  content  on  this  occasion  is 
markedly  higher.  We  understand  that  the  main  supply  in  Holbeach 
is  a mixture  of  two  water,  and  it  may  be  that  the  present  sample  contains 
these  waters  in  different  proportions  from  the  previous  sample. 

The  reaction  of  the  water  is  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and 
the  water  would  not  be  expected  to  have  any  serious  corrosive  action 
on  metals.  A trace  of  iron  is  present,  but  the  amount  is  of  no  import- 
ance. The  total  hardness  approximates  to  28°  Clark.  In  our  opinion 
this  water  is  very  suitable  for  drinking  and  general  purposes. 


Bacteriological  examinations 

Regular  weekly  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  by 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  sent  for  examination  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Lincoln. 

All  of  the  61  mains  water  samples  proved  satisfactory  except  4 
which  were  taken  from  the  private  mains  in  a factory.  The  necessary 
action  was  taken  in  respect  of  these  mains,  so  that  subsequent  samples 
proved  satisfactory. 

Six  samples  of  water  were  also  taken,  other  than  from  mains  supply. 
Four  of  these  were  from  underground  rainwater  cisterns  and  all  proved 
unsatisfactory.  In  each  case,  mains  water  has  since  been  laid  on. 
The  other  two  samples  were  in  respect  of  a private  swimming  pool  and 
were  satisfactory  from  a bacteriological  point  of  view. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  ON 
THE  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

It  can  be  fairly  said  that  1960  has  been  a year  of  steady  progress. 

So  far  as  main  sewerage  is  concerned,  a scheme  for  the  Holbeach 
Town  area  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  together  with  applications  for  loan  consent  and  grant-aid. 

Improved  amenities  have  been  provided  at  many  dwellings  and 
increasing  use  is  being  made  of  Improvement  Grants  for  this  purpose. 
A further  number  of  pre-war  Council  Houses  have  had  their  privies 
converted  to  water  closets  and  it  is  hoped  that  these  conversions  will 
continue  until  all  sanitary  pails  and  vault  privies  have  been  abolished. 

Refuse  collection  routes  have  again  been  increased  and  one  of  the 
main  objectives,  weekly  collection,  very  largely  obtains.  Our  district 
adjoins  a number  of  others  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  we  have 
been  able  to  co-operate  and  collect  refuse  from  houses  in  other  areas 
thus  avoiding  duplication  of  collection  routes. 

Considerable  improvements  and  economies  have  been  effected  in 
refuse  disposal  by  use  of  a tractor  on  the  tips  and  it  is  gratifying  to  note 
that  salvage  sales  are  over  12|^%  up  on  those  for  1959. 

Continued  progress  has  been  made  with  the  slum  clearance 
programme  and  the  annual  “ target  ” has  been  exceeded  by  over  50%. 
Comparatively  little  use  is  made  of  caravans  for  living  purposes  and 
the  new  standards,  which  were  adopted  during  the  year,  should  ensure 
a continuation,  even  improvement,  of  the  conditions  applying  to  those 
in  use. 

So  far  as  food  is  concerned  I am  happy  to  record  that  it  has  been 
possible  to  maintain  a 100%  inspection  of  all  food  animals  killed  in  the 
area.  A report  on  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  was  accepted  by 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  but  the  advantages  of 
its  implementation  will  not  be  realised  until  well  into  1961. 

This  record  of  steady  progress  should  not  be  taken  as  an  indication 
of  complacency  and  satisfaction.  So  much  still  remains  to  be  done. 
A main  sewerage  scheme,  improvements  in  refuse  collection,  improve- 
ment in  housing  conditions,  regular  inspections  of  all  dwellings,  more 
food  hygiene  visits — these  are  all  worthwhile  objectives  for  the  future. 
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As  always  I can  sincerely  record  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of 
the  Members  of  my  staff  and,  in  conclusion,  I world  thank  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  advice  and 
support.  Dr.  Deas  for  his  trust  and  understanding  and  all  the  Officers 
of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HITCHINGS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


NUISANCES 


Complaints 

A total  of  183  complaints  were  registereed  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  the  various  matters  detailed  in  the  following  list.  Complaints 
of  delay  in  emptying  cesspools  after  requests  for  this  service  have  not 
been  included  as  at  times  of  heavy  demand,  a waiting  list  of  a few  days 
is  unavoidable.  Again  the  great  majority  of  complaints  concern 
housing  conditions,  drainage  troubles  and  household  pests.  No 
complaints  were  received  of  excessive  noise  though  with  the  passing  of 
the  Noise  Abatement  Act,  these  may  be  made  in  the  future. 


General  housing  defects  ...  ...  ...  43 

Dangerous  structures  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  or  inadequate  closet  accommodation  4 
Defective,  blocked  or  inadequate  drainage  ...  21 

Defective  or  overflowing  cesspools  ...  ...  8 

Absence  of  or  inadequate  sink  ...  ...  2 

Absence  of  mains  water  ...  ...  ...  1 

Contaminated  well  water  ...  ...  ...  1 

Flooding  of  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  in  cellars  or  sub-floor  space  ...  ...  5 

Defective  soft  water  cistern  ...  ...  1 

Unclean  persons  and  houses  ...  ...  3 

Insect  pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Rat  and  mice  infestations  ...  ...  36 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  6 

Offensive  smells  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Nuisances  from  pig-keeping  ...  ...  2 

Nuisances  from  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  1 

Indiscriminate  tipping  ...  ...  ...  1 

“ Totting  ” from  refuse  tips  ...  ...  1 

Nuisances  from  sewage  disposal  plants  ...  2 

Nuisances  from  discharge  of  cesspool-emptier 

contents  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Unsatisfactory  dustbin  collection  ...  ...  3 

Unsatisfactory  vault  closet  emptying  ...  1 

Unsatisfactory  pail  closet  emptying  ...  1 

Unsatisfactory  cesspool  emptying  ...  ...  1 

Watercourse  pollution  ...  ...  ...  1 

Atmospheric  pollution  ...  ...  ...  1 

Disinfection  of  bed  linen  required  ...  ...  1 

Mould  growth  in  sausage  roll  ...  ...  1 

Food  trading  from  Council  house  ...  ...  1 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

Generally,  all  parts  of  the  district  enjoy  a clean  atmospheric 
condition.  One  boiler  plant  burning  wood  waste  is  placed  uncom- 
fortably close  to  houses  but  on  the  leeward  side  of  the  prevailing  wind. 
Many  of  the  greenhouse  chimneys  in  the  area  tend  to  be  too  low  : the 
one  complaint  of  smoke  nuisance  during  1960  was  because  of  this  and 
the  chimney  causing  the  nuisance  was  raised  without  delay.  The 
occasional  practice  of  using  a portable  type  of  boiler  of  locomotive 
design  for  greenhouse  work  can  also  cause  a spell  of  heavy  local 
pollution. 


Offensive  Trades 

There  are  no  offensive  trades,  as  defined  by  the  Public  Health  Act, 
being  carried  on  in  the  district. 


Litter 

Council  owned  litter  bins  are  provided  at  suitable  points  throughout 
the  district  and  on  the  whole,  are  well  used.  They  are  D-shaped, 
galvanised  wire  type  30"  high  bearing  a small  slogan  plate  but  no 
advertisement. 


River  Pollution 

The  river  Nene  where  it  passes  through  the  rural  district  cannot 
be  regarded  as  a clean  river.  Due  to  a piston  effect  caused  by  tides, 
there  is  a tendency  for  concentration  of  pollution  in  this  reach.  The 
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Clean  Rivers  (Estuaries  and  Tidal  Waters)  Bill  was  therefore  welcome 
as  a measure  which  would  be  in  the  best  interests  of  the  district  although 
it  might  have  a restrictive  effect  on  the  Council  in  respect  of  the  quality 
of  the  effluent  from  the  proposed  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge 
disposal  works. 

Until  this  sewerage  scheme  and  the  one  for  Holbeach  are  carried 
out,  pollution  of  dykes  around  the  townships  will,  unfortunately, 
continue. 


SANITATION  OF  BUILDINGS 


Main  Sewerage 

The  revised  main  sewerage  scheme  for  Holbeach  has  now  been 
formally  adopted  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  for  approval  and  consent  to  loan  and  grant-aid.  There 
will  doubtless^ be  some  objectors  to  the  scheme,  but  its  urgent  necessity 
as  a public  health  measure  is  unquestionable.  It  is  hoped  that  a start 
will  be  made  as  soon  as  possible  and  will  be  quickly  followed  by  the 
commencement  of  the  Long  Sutton/Sutton  Bridge  scheme.  Apart 
from  health  risks,  the  maintenance  of  old  sewers  and  combined  drains 
is  fraught  with  difficulty  and  trouble. 


Sewage  Disposal  Plants 

This  department  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  29  small 
sewage  plants,  23  of  these  serve  Council  housing  estates,  4 serve  County 
schools  and  one  an  invalid’s  home.  Regular  and  experienced  main- 
tenance is  essential  at  these  plants,  particularly  as  some  are  now  over 
12  years  old.  Field  tests  are  carried  out  on  the  effluents  from  time 
to  time. 


Public  Conveniences 

Suitable  public  conveniences  for  men  and  women  are  provided  at 
Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge,  and  are  administered  by 
the  respective  Parish  Councils. 

Temporary  sanitary  conveniences  are  provided,  erected  and 
maintained  by  this  department  in  Spring  for  the  influx  of  visitors 
touring  the  tulip  fields.  The  conveniences  are  also  loaned  to  organ- 
isations holding  sports,  fetes  and  other  outdoor  events. 
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Closet  Accommodation 

Conversion  of  conservancy  type  closets  to  W.C’s  has  continued  as 
in  previous  years  and  improvement  grants  have  encouraged  this  work 
although  they  do  not  wholly  meet  the  need  in  all  cases.  44  closets  at 
council  houses  were  converted  in  the  year,  without  grant-aid.  Con- 
siderable progress  has  undoubtedly  been  achieved  when  it  is  remembered 
that  until  1933  there  was  no  mains  water  supply  in  any  part  of  the 
district  and  up  to  1940  there  were  no  W.C’s  at  any  council  houses. 
In  the  district  as  a whole,  it  is  estimated  that  at  31st  December,  1960, 
about  70%  of  properties  are  provided  with  water  borne  sanitation 
discharging  either  to  properly  designed  disposal  systems  or  otherwise. 


Supervision  of  Drainage  Work 

During  1960  new  drainage  work  was  inspected  at  81  Council 
houses  and  145  private  properties.  The  Council’s  Architect  has 
afforded  me  the  opportunity  to  peruse  all  plans  submitted  for  byelaw 
approval  so  that  a check  is  possible  on  drainage  arrangements  and 
layout  before  work  commences.  This  branch  of  the  department’s 
work  can  take  up  much  time  but  it  is  considered  worthwhile  as  drains 
should  rightly  be  placed  “ out  of  sight  and  out  of  mind  ” and  experience 
shows  it  to  be  rare  that  defects  develop  in  drains  which  have  been 
properly  inspected  and  tested.  It  is  surprising  that  although  single 
stack  plumbing  has  now  “ taken  on  ” no  use  is  made  here  of  the 
newly  developed  pitch-fibre  pipes. 

On  request,  the  public  health  inspectors  inspect  cesspools  etc., 
immediately  after  emptying  to  give  owners  advice  over  methods  of 
improving  drainage  disposal  systems.  In  some  cases,  however,  the 
provision  of  main  sewerage  is  the  only  permanent  remedy  for  the 
property. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Staff 

A total  of  20  permanent  workmen  are  employed  on  the  cleansing 
services,  nine  of  whom  are  able  to  drive.  Jobs  on  the  various  services 
are  interchangeable  to  some  extent  but  it  has  been  the  policy  to  put 
the  older  men  (6  are  over  50  years  old)  on  the  lighter  work.  A rel- 
atively stable  complement  of  workmen  has  been  achieved — eleven  of 
the  men  have  been  employed  by  the  Council  for  over  ten  years — and 
this  is  regarded  as  essential  to  maintain  efficiency  and  economy. 
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There  has  been  a fair  amount  of  sickness  in  1960,  but  no  abuse  of 
the  sick  pay  scheme  was  apparent.  Protective  clothing  is  issued  to  all 
men  on  the  following  basis  : — 

Two  boiler  suits  each  year. 

One  I length  waterproof  jacket  and  one  pair  waterproof  leggings. 

Rubber  boots  as  required.  (These  are  now  fitted  with  safety 
toe-caps). 

One  loader  was  trained  in  the  department  as  a driver,  and  success- 
fully passed  the  driving  test  on  first  attempt. 


Transport  and  Haulage 

Two  new  vehicles  were  purchased  in  the  period  under  review — a 
1,100  gallon  Shelvoke  and  Drewry  cesspool-emptying  machine  and  a 
Massey- Ferguson  35  tractor — both  diesel-engined.  The  road  licence 
for  the  old  tiller-type  cesspool  emptier  has  been  surrendered. 


The  present  fleet  consists  of  the  following  vehicles  : 


For  refuse  collection—  1. 

1. 

2. 

5 


10  cu.  yd.  Chelsea  side  loader. 

24  cu.  yd.  Moving  floor  rear  loader. 
16/18  cu.  yd.  Fore  and  Aft  rear  loaders. 
Salvage  trailers. 


For  cesspool-emptying — 4 1,100  gallon  capacity  Cesspool-empti- 

ers,  three  with  nightsoil  hooppers. 

For  sewage  plant  maintenance — 1 10  h.p.  Van 

For  refuse  disposal,  etc.—  1 Industrial  tractor. 


Wiring  up  for  electricity  of  the  present  garages  was  carried  out  in 
the  year  by  the  Housing  Department  labour.  Special  arrangements 
are  made  for  servicing  and  repair  of  Councils  vehicles  at  a local  garage 
and  these  work  well. 


The  total  cost  of  vehicles  and  haulage  for  the  financial  year  1960/61 
(excluding  van  and  tractor)  was  as  follows  : — 


Road  fund  and  Insurances 

...  £ 568 

Fuel — petrol  and  diesel 

...  £1608 

Repairs,  spares,  tyres,  etc. 

...  £2072 

Loan  charges 

...  £1859 

£6107 
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House  Refuse  Collection 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  by  the  close  of  the  year,  most  premises 
within  the  rural  district  enjoyed  a weekly  collection  service.  Various 
extensions  were  made  to  refuse  routes  in  the  sparsely  populated  parts 
so  that  collections  are  now  made  from  all  but  the  most  isolated  of 
properties.  Special  arrangement  was  also  made  to  cover  a number  of 
houses  in  the  Wisbech  Rural  District.  Fortnightly  collections  were 
increased  to  weekly  collections  in  Holbeach  Marsh,  Gedney  Marsh, 
Sutton  St.  James,  Tydd  St.  Mary,  Whaplode  Fen  and  parts  of  Fleet 
and  Gedney  : only  small,  thinly-populated  sections  of  the  routes  in 
these  areas  being  left  with  fortnightly  collections.  Most  of  Wingland 
now  has  a fortnightly  service  in  place  of  a monthly  one. 

It  is  estimated  that  a total  of  7,200  dustbins  are  cleared  from 
6,900  premises.  Of  these,  5,910  premises  were  given  a weekly  collect- 
ion, 840  a fortnightly  collection  and  150  premises  in  Wingland  received 
a monthly  collection  until  the  new  arrangements  commenced.  Four 
vehicles  are  employed  on  this  work,  receptacles  are  collected  from  the 
kerbside,  and  collection  days  are  as  follows  : — 


Urban  Rounds 

Monday 

Sutton  Bridge 

Tuesday 

Long  Sutton 

Wednesday 

Fleet  and  Gedney 

Thursday 

Holbeach 

Friday 

Holbeach 

Saturday 

Whaplode  Village. 
(Changed  to  Friday 

Rural  Rounds 

Gedney  Marsh,  Lutton  Marsh  and 
Tydd  Gate. 

Sutton  St.  James  and  Tydd  Village. 
Whaplode  Drove,  Gedney  Hill  and 
Sutton  St.  Edmund. 
Holbeach  Marsh. 

Wingland  and  Sutton  Bridge 
R.A.F. 

since  end  of  year). 


From  results  of  test  weighings  of  each  vehicle,  it  is  estimated  that 
3,900  tons  of  household  refuse  have  been  collected  in  the  financial  year 
1960/61,  giving  a yield  of  9.4  cwts.  per  1,000  population  per  day. 


Refuse  Disposal 

All  dry  household  refuse,  except  salvage  is  disposed  of  by  con- 
trolled tipping.  A main  tip  has  been  in  use  at  Tydd,  which  also 
receives  considerable  amounts  of  cesspool  and  vault  contents.  Sub- 
sidiary tips  which  have  been  used  have  been  at  Gedney  Drove  End, 
Gedney  Fen,  Sutton  St.  James  and  Sutton  St.  Edmund  ; in  each  case 
the  tips  have  been  waterfilled  pits  by  the  roadside  and  their  filling  in 
so  that  they  may  in  future  be  used  for  growing  crops  has  been  apprec- 
iated by  the  owners. 
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The  purchase  in  the  year  of  a tractor  for  work  on  tips  has  effected 
economy  of  manpower,  has  resulted  in  better  consolidation  with  less 
use  of  sleepers  and  has  avoided  the  unpleasant  manual  task  of  standing 
in  refuse  to  rake  it  down.  The  light  nature  of  the  refuse  has  permitted 
the  use  of  the  9 cu.  ft.  hydraulic  bucket  for  levelling  in  place  of  the  more 
usual  bulldozer  blade,  the  only  disadvantage  being  increased  risk  of 
sharp  objects  piercing  the  front  tyres. 

It  is  clear  from  the  amount  of  indiscriminate  tipping  which  takes 
place  by  the  roadside  that  there  is  a need  in  this  area  for  places  where 
farmers  can  dispose  of  their  agricultural  or  horticultural  refuse  without 
causing  offence.  Some  is  allowed  on  Council  tip,  e.g.  small  amounts 
of  bulbs  and  bulb  dressing  which  makes  cover  of  a sort  for  the  sides  of 
the  tip,  but  the  large  loads  of  rotten  potatoes,  onions,  etc.,  which  accrue 
on  farms  cannot  be  accepted. 


Salvage 

Salvage  is  collected  along  with  normal  refuse  collections,  being 
carried  in  trailers  and  on  vehicle  roof  racks.  Special  paper  collections 
are  made  from  shops.  Paper  is  the  most  valuable  source  of  income  at 
the  present  and  the  new  electric  baling  press  has  been  a great  asset. 
Loading  difficulties  brought  about  by  the  use  of  heavier  bales  have  been 
overcome  by  the  use  of  the  tractor.  The  contract  for  waste  paper 
production  was  extended  with  the  same  firm  for  another  5-year  period. 

Changes  in  steel  manufacturing  methods  seem  to  have  closed  the 
ferrous  scrap  market  as  far  as  this  Council  is  concerned.  Textiles 
however,  are  still  in  demand,  and  give  a good  return  : for  convenience 
in  handling,  they  were  hand  baled. 

Details  of  salvage  sales  during  1960  are  as  follows  : — 


Material 

Paper  and  Cardboard 
Textiles  ... 

Ferrous  Metals 
Non-ferrous  metals 
Sundries  ... 

Cartons 


Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 


L s.  d. 


343  7 2 

3 16  1 

6 1 


2503  2 0 

60  8 4 
5 10  0 
25  15  1 

17  10  0 
44  18  2 


Totals 


347  10  0 £2657  3 7 


This  revenue  is  equal  to  the  product  of  a 4|-d.  rate. 

The  total  value  of  salvage  sold  since  the  scheme  began  in  1940  is 
£31,577. 
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Cesspool  and  Vault  Emptying 

This  service  is  provided  to  all  parts  of  the  district  and  in  1960,  the 
four  special  purpose  1,100  gallon  machines  were  in  almost  continuous 
use.  Domestic  cesspools  are  emptied  free  of  charge  provided  the 
service  is  not  required  more  often  than  once  per  year  per  premise. 
Charges,  when  made  are  based  on  the  time  taken  and  the  time  since  the 
previous  service,  except  in  the  case  of  trade  refuse,  e.g.  factory  sludge 
tanks,  slaughterhouse  cesspools,  when  a full  charge  is  made. 

Vault  closets  are  emptied  without  charge  and  mostly  by  means  of 
cesspool-emptying  vehicles,  but  in  some  cases  the  contents  have  to  be 
dug  out  and  removed  by  a side  loading  vehicle  with  leak-proof  rear 
doors. 

The  work  done  over  the  past  years  since  1946  is  as  given  below  : — 


Year  : 1946 

1949 

1952 

1955 

1958 

1960 

Cesspools  Emptied  : 1082 

2164 

3067 

4670 

6138 

6499 

Vault  Closets  Emptied  : 1209 

1857 

2147 

2348 

2436 

2265 

Sanitary  disposal  of  this  material,  especially  in  such  a way  as  to 
prevent  tapeworm  spread,  is  a problem.  Some  is  discharged  into 
irrigation  trenches  and  large  quantities  are  spread  over  agricultural  land 
and  ploughed  in. 


Sanitary  Pail  Collection  and  Disposal 

On  five  evenings  each  week  collection  is  made  from  about  650 
premises  in  certain  parts  of  Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge. 
Requests  to  extend  this  service  have  not  been  encouraged  as  it  inevitably 
causes  nuisance  in  the  streets.  The  work  is  carried  out  using  specially 
made  4-gallon  nightsoil  carrying  pails  which  are  emptied  into  a small 
receiving  hopper  fitted  at  the  rear  of  a cesspool-emptying  vehicle. 

Disposal  is  by  composing  in  well  drained  ground-level  tanks. 
The  product  is  similar  to  farmyard  manure  and  several  local  farmers 
make  use  of  it. 


Summary  of  Cleansing  Costs 

Time  has  not  allowed  a more  detailed  costing  of  the  cleansing 
services  but  a summary  of  the  costs  of  the  cleansing  services  as  a whole 
for  the  financial  year  1960/61  has  been  prepared  by  the  Chief  Financial 
Officer  and  is  given  below  : — 
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Wages  and  Insurance 

/:i0,806 

Vehicles  and  Haulage 

...  1 6,107 

Depot  ... 

...  1 661 

Clothing 

...  1 69 

Miscellaneous 

...  L 332 

Gross  Expenditure 

...  £17,975 

Revenue 

...  £ 4,506 

Nett  Cost 

...  £13,469 

HOUSING 


Provision  of  new  houses 

As  regards  Council  building  works,  six  bungalows  were  completed 
in  the  year  at  Red  Cow  Site,  Sutton  St.  Edmund,  and  development 
went  ahead  at  the  Spring  Gardens  site  at  Long  Sutton.  The  greater 
proportion  of  bungalows  as  compared  with  houses,  which  are  now  being 
constructed,  is  found  to  cater  more  for  the  needs  of  an  ageing  pop- 
ulation, smaller  families,  the  type  of  family  usually  occupying  unfit 
houses,  and  it  fits  in  well  with  the  character  of  a country  district. 
The  planting  of  suitable  trees  on  estates  could  greatly  add  to  their 
attractiveness,  particularly  in  this  area. 

The  number  of  Council-owned  dwellings  at  1st  June,  1960,  was  : — 


(a) 

Permanent  houses  : 

Erected  prior  to  1945 

869 

Completed  since  1945 

815 

Under  erection 

46 

(b) 

Temporary  bungalows  : Aluminium  type  at  Holbeach  and 

Sutton  Bridge 

Converted  ex-R,A.F.  Hutments 

69 

at  Sutton  Bridge 

25 

Total  : 

1824  dwellings. 

The  number  of  new 

dwellings  completed  during  1960  was  as 

follows  : — 

(a) 

By  the  Council 

42  bungalows. 

(b) 

By  Private  enterprise 

14  houses,  26  bungalows. 

Total  : 

82  dwellings. 

The  number  of  new  dwellings  under  construction  at  31.12.60  was  : 

(a) 

By  the  Council 

10  houses,  48  bungalows. 

(b) 

By  Private  enterprise 

7 houses,  17  bungalows,  1 flat. 

Total  : 

83  dwellings. 
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Applications  for  Council  Houses 

The  Council  operate  a “ points  ” scheme  for  the  selection  of 
tenants  for  Council  houses.  It  is  based  on  a number  of  factors  such  as 
condition  of  house,  size  and  age  and  health  of  family,  service  in  H.M. 
Forces,  date  of  original  application  and  residential  qualifications.  All 
applications  are  considered  on  a parish  basis  by  the  Councillors  for  the 
particular  parish. 

The  Health  Department  occasionally,  and  generally  only  on  a 
Councillor’s  request,  makes  a report  on  the  housing  conditions  of 
applicants.  These  reports  are  then  attached  to  the  housing  application 
forms.  Three  such  reports  were  made  in  the  year  apart  from  rep- 
resentations by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  personal  health 
grounds. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  approximately  581  applications  on 
the  list. 


Overcrowding 

One  new  case  of  overcrowding  was  found  in  the  year  ; 
representation  was  made  to  the  owner  of  the  house  for  improvement  of 
accommodation  and  the  case  is  being  kept  under  review. 

Conditions  at  the  hostels  provided  for  canning  factory  workers 
were  checked  and  found  satisfactory. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses,  houses  let-in-lodgings  or 
canal  boats  in  the  district. 


Housing  Survey 

As  required  by  the  Ministry,  a review  was  made  of  the  slum 
clearance  problem  after  the  first  five  years  of  the  approved  ten-year 
programme.  It  was  clear  that  although  very  little  action  had  been 
taken  in  some  parishes,  the  total  number  of  dwellings  dealt  with,  if 
informal  action  be  included,  would  by  the  end  of  the  year  at  least  equal 
the  original  proposals.  A more  comprehensive  survey  of  the  district’s 
houses  was  then  undertaken  with  a particular  effort  to  assess  the  total 
problem. 

An  estimate  was  reached  that  a further  1,000  houses  came  within 
the  unfit  category  and  could  not  be  made  fit  at  reasonable  expense. 
Whilst  this  may  appear  a high  figure— nearly  14%  of  the  total  number  of 
houses,  it  must  be  remembered  that  a large  proportion  of  the  cottages 
are  old,  of  inferior  construction  and  poor  design  and  are  without  damp- 
proof  courses  or  proper  amenities.  Another  aspect  to  be  borne  in 
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mind  is  that  not  all  of  these  1,000  houses  will  need  to  be  replaced  by 
Council  houses.  Quite  a number,  especially  on  the  fen  side,  are 
already  vacant  because  of  their  poor  condition  and  many  are  occupied 
by  old  people  who  have  no  wish  to  leave  and  there  will  be  little  difficulty 
in  closing  these  after  they  are  vacant.  Others  are  occupied  by  owner- 
occupiers  or  tenants  who  intend  to  provide  themselves  with  better 
accommodation  privately  at  a later  date,  and  there  are  also  many 
properties  on  which  unreasonable  amounts  of  money  may  be  spent  to 
bring  them  up  to  standard. 

A figure  of  twenty  years  has  been  given  as  a period  within  which 
it  is  thought  possible  to  ensure  removal  of  these  unfit  houses.  This 
period  will  allow  a steady  rate  of  clearance  and  rebuilding,  well  within 
the  Council’s  resources,  and  a planned  programme  can  thus  be  drawn 
up.  More  rapid  progress  is  not  considered  necessary  nor  even  desir- 
able having  regard  to  local  circumstances  as  that  could  cause  some 
hardship  to  owner-occupiers,  old  people  on  small  incomes,  and  to  many 
families  on  a service-tenancy  basis. 


Slum  Clearance 

A total  of  78  unfit  dwellings  were  dealt  with  in  the  year  and  com- 
paratively fevv^  serious  objections  were  made  to  the  Council’s  actions  in 
this  sphere,  but  nevertheless  considerable  work  is  entailed  in  dealing 
with  these  properties.  It  is  hoped  that  this  steady  and  satisfactory 
progress  will  be  maintained  in  the  coming  years  as  the  securing  of  sound 
and  decent  housing  conditions  is  a basic  necessity  in  maintaining  the 
health  of  any  community.  The  procedures  which  were  invoked  to  deal 


with  the  houses  concerned  were  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  clearance  orders  :-  8 

(b)  Houses  demolished  as  a result  of  demolition  orders  14 

(c)  Houses  demolished  after  official  undertakings  :-  1 

(d)  Houses  demolished  after  informal  action  with  owner  :-  17 

(e)  Local  Authority  unfit  houses  demolished  :-  14 

(f)  blouses  closed  as  a result  of  closing  orders  :-  2 

(g)  Houses  closed  as  a result  of  official  undertaking  13 

(h)  Part  of  building  closed  as  a result  of  undertaking  :-  1 

(i)  Houses  closed  after  informal  action  with  owner  :-  3 

(j)  Dwellings  made  fit  after  “ time  and  place  ” notice  :-  5 
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The  position,  as  at  31.12.60,  regarding  slum  clearance  progress  and 
future  proposals  is  as  follows 


Approx. 

Houses  dealt 

No.  of 

Houses  to 

No.  of 

with  in  period 

Houses 

be  dealt 

Parish 

inhabited  1956-1960 

forming 

with  1961 

dwellings  Original  Actual 

remainder  -1965 

Proposals 

of  problem 

Holbeach 

2,100 

51 

55 

164 

44 

Long  Sutton 

1,000 

47 

51 

200 

50 

Sutton  Bridge 

1,000 

29 

22 

120 

46 

Fleet 

450 

4 

12 

48 

12 

Gedney 

700 

18 

18 

130 

28 

Gedney  Hill 

150 

— 

3 

30 

30 

Lutton 

300 

2 

4 

49 

18 

Sutton  St.  Edmund  200 

— 

6 

33 

10 

Sutton  St.  James 

200 

— 

8 

26 

6 

Tydd 

300 

12 

6 

62 

12 

Whaplode 

800 

17 

16 

138 

34 

7,200 

180 

201 

1,000 

290 

Disrepair  of  private  dwellings 

During  1960,  informal  notices  secured  the  repair  of  53  houses  and 
statutory  action  had  to  be  taken  to  secure  the  repair  of  one  house  roof. 
Requests  to  owners  not  always  met  with  immediate  response  and  a 
disproportionate  amount  of  time  can  be  spent  by  inspectors  on  some 
properties  to  get  only  minor  repairs  carried  out. 

After  the  service  of  “ time  and  place  ” notices  under  section  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1957,  a further  four  houses  were  brought  up  to  a 
satisfactory  standard  and  one  basement  dwelling.  It  was  unfortunate  in 
the  case  of  the  latter  that  unprecedented  rainfall  should  cause  flooding 
shortly  after  its  renovation  and  just  prior  to  Christmas  but  it  was  an 
eventuality  which  could  not  reasonably  have  been  predicted  at  the  time 
of  approving  the  proposed  works  of  repair. 


Certificates  of  disrepair 

This  year,  there  was  a sudden  drop  in  the  use  of  this  procedure, 
as  the  following  table  shows  : — 


Number  of  applications  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
,,  ,,  decisions  to  issue  Certificates 

(a)  In  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 

(b)  In  respect  of  all  defects  ... 

,,  ,,  undertakings  given  by  landlords 


Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

2 
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Number  of  such  undertakings  refused  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  applications  for  cancellation  of  Certificates  ...  1 

,,  ,,  objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  ,,  certificates  cancelled  by  local  authority  ...  Nil 


Repairs  were  carried  out  at  the  two  houses  for  which  undertakings 
were  accepted.  Subsequent  to  the  application  which  was  made  for 
cancellation,  the  certificate  was  duly  cancelled  early  in  1961. 

There  does  seem  to  have  grown  a reluctance  on  the  part  of  owners 
to  implement  permitted  rent  increases  because  of  the  likelihood  of 
tenants  making  heavy  demands  under  the  Certificate  of  Disrepair 
procedure.  On  the  other  side,  many  tenants  seem  prepared  to  tolerate 
disrepair  rather  than  risk  a substantial  rent  increase.  Should  these 
attitudes  persist,  the  worthy  object  of  arresting  decay  in  houses  which 
was  intended  by  this  part  of  the  Rent  Act  1957,  will  be  nullified. 


Improvement  Grants 

There  has  been  no  slackening  of  interest  in  this  method  of  pre- 
serving and  improving  housing  accommodation  and  the  advantages  of 
standard  grant  procedure  for  the  older  properties  have  been  appreciated. 
On  request,  a preliminary  inspection  of  each  property  is  made  by  the 
Council’s  Architect  and  myself,  to  give  interested  owners  information 
and  advice  before  drawing  up  detailed  plans  or  specifications.  In 
considering  applications,  it  is  necessary  to  consider  the  probable  life  of 
the  property  in  question  and  for  this  purpose  the  detailing  of  a twenty- 
year  slum  clearance  programme  has  been  invaluable,  and  it  confirms 
the  need  to  include  owner-occupied  property  (which  form  most  of  the 
applications  for  improvement  grants)  in  the  proposed  programme. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  grant-aided  improvements  in 

1960 

Discretionary  Standard 


Grants  Grants 

Number  of  applications  received  in  year  10  60 

,,  ,,  approved  in  ,,  9 59 

,,  ,,  properties  improved  10  44 


Moveable  Dwellings 

There  are  4 licensed  sites  in  the  area  as  well  as  36  individually 
licensed  caravans.  We  are  fortunate  in  this  district  in  that,  apart  from 
occasional  unsatisfactory  itinerants,  there  is  no  serious  caravan 
problem.  Nevertheless,  it  is  not  accepted  that  a caravan  is  entirely 
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suitable  for  housing  a family,  and  under  the  new  Caravan  Sites  and 
Control  of  Development  Act,  reasonable  basic  conditions  have  been 
laid  down  and  approved  in  an  effort  to  provide  reasonably  hygienic 
standards  for  permanent  caravan  dwellers.  They  concern  the  following 
points  : — 

(1)  The  number  of  caravans  in  separate  occupation  to  be  stationed 
on  the  site. 

(2)  The  siting  of  the  caravans. 

(3)  The  provision  of  satisfactory  roads  or  pathways,  as  appropriate, 
to  afford  clean  access  to  the  caravans. 

(4)  The  standing  upon  which  the  caravans  are  to  be  sited. 

(5)  The  provision  of  adequate  fire  points  or  satisfactory  fire 
extinguishing  equipment. 

(6)  The  provision  of  a mains  water  supply  not  more  than  60  ft. 
from  the  standing. 

(7)  The  provision  of  adequate  drainage  disposal  arrangements. 

(8)  The  provision  of  adequate  closet  arrangements  and  adequate 
disposal  arrangements. 

(9)  The  provision  of  a satisfactory  dustbin  at  each  caravan. 

(10)  Prohibition  of  the  erection  of  buildings  without  permission. 

(11)  The  keeping  clean  of  the  area  around  the  caravan. 

(12)  The  good  maintenance  and  cleanliness  of  the  caravans  and  any 
other  buildings  used  with  them. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Slaughterhouses 

There  were  eight  private  slaughterhouses  licenced  by  the  Council 
but  only  six  were  in  regular  use  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  report  on 
the  district’s  slaughtering  facilities  was  prepared  and  approved  by  the 
Council  in  March,  and  subsequently  accepted  by  the  Ministry.  The 
appointed  day  from  which  all  the  slaughter-houses  in  this  district  must 
comply  fully  with  construction  regulations  has  been  fixed  at  1st  July, 
1961. 

By  the  close  of  the  year  under  review  the  major  works  necessary  to 
secure  compliance  with  the  new  standards  had  been  carried  out  at  two 
slaughterhouses  but  very  little  work  had  been  done  at  the  three  others 
which  were  expected  to  be  renovated.  As  a result  of  this  a further  list 
of  works  has  been  sent  to  all  slaughterhouses  occupiers,  excepting  one 
who  has  definitely  decided  to  let  his  licence  lapse,  and  this  list  sets  out 
all  works  still  required  to  be  carried  out  before  the  appointed  day. 
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Unfortunately  it  cannot  be  said  that  during  1960  all  slaughtering 
in  the  district  has  been  carried  out  without  causing  nuisance.  Strong 
complaints  were  made  from  this  office  in  respect  of  two  slaughterhouses 
and,  generally,  a substantial  tightening  up  of  many  practices  will  have 
to  be  made  before  the  appointed  day.  The  new  regulations  are  not 
unrealistic  : they  detail  just  what  should  be  expected  in  such  premises. 
From  a meat  inspection  and  meat  inspector’s  point  of  view,  the  definite 
standard  which  has  been  laid  down  for  artificial  lighting  will  be  a 
blessing. 


Slaughtermen 

During  the  year  39  licences  were  issued  to  slaughtermen  under  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  permitting  the  slaughter  of  cattle,  sheep  and 
goats  by  the  aid  of  captive  bolt  pistols.  Two  licences  also  permitted 
the  use  of  electro-lethalers.  There  were  no  licences  restricting  the 
operator  to  work  only  under  supervision. 


Meat  Inspection 

Again,  there  has  been  100%  inspection  of  locally  killed  food 
animals,  in  spite  of  an  increase  of  13%  on  1959.  Apart  from  routine 
work,  132  animals  were  inspected  after  being  sent  in  for  slaughter  for 
emergency  reasons.  Conditions  varied  from  loss  of  appetite  to  acute 
septic  metritis  and  from  broken  bones  to  heamorrhagic  enteritis. 
15  tuberculosis  reactors  were  also  inspected  and  reported  on  to  the 
Divisional  Veterinary  Officer.  As  far  as  possible  ante-mortem  ins- 
pection of  animals  slaughtered  in  emergency  was  carried  out  but  such 
inspection  of  market  animals  is  not  practicable  under  the  present 
pattern  of  private  slaughtering. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table,  the  amount  of  meat 
which  had  to  be  rejected  has  decreased  again  due  to  generally  improved 
animal  health.  Tuberculosis  seems  almost  a disease  of  the  past  ; the 
figures  shown  below  include  for  the  first  time  reactors  sent  in  from 
other  districts.  Cysticercosis,  too,  shows  a decrease  in  this  district  for 
the  second  year  on  running,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  same 
inspectors  have  been  employed  on,  relatively  the  same  kill.  This 
gives  hope  that  this  very  troublesome  parasite  may  disappear  from  our 
meat  supply. 


The  Meat  Staining  and  Sterilisation  Regulations  are  welcomed 
with  great  relief.  Whilst  they  do  not  ensure  total  positive  controboy<ir 
condemned  meat,  they  go  a good  way  to  cover  danger  poihfe  Which 
long  been  obvious  and  have  caused  worry  tp  thiJ^  ]5hbiic'he^^lth  inspei- 
torate  in  the  past.  si  «no)  \ .h]  j . 


Meat  inspection  figures  for  1960  are  given  in  the  table  below  : — 


Class  of  animal 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1244 

12 

7 

1617 

4892 

Number  inspected 

1244 

12 

7 

1617 

4892 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

2 

2 

2 

27 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

334 

2 

16 

452 

Percentage  of  carcase  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

27.2 

33.3 

28.6 

1.1 

10  0 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

12 

3 

1 

76 

Percentage  of  carcases  affect- 
ed with  Tuberculosis 

1.0 

25.0 

14.3 

— 

1.5 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

5 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

3 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

The  amount  of  meat  condemned  and  the  incidence  of  Cystericercus 
bovis  within  East  Elloe  Rural  District  has  been  as  follows  : — 


Adult  Cattle 
affected 


Affected  with 

Affected  with 

Total  weight 

with 

Year 

Tuberculosis 

other  diseases 

condemned  Cysticer- 
cosis 

1955 

4 tons 

6 cwts. 

4 tons 

8 cwts. 

8 tons  14  cwts. 

— 

1956 

2 tons 

18  cwts. 

4 tons 

14  cwts. 

7 tons  12  cwts. 

1.65% 

1957 

2 tons 

13  cwts. 

8 tons 

5 cwts. 

10  tons  18  cwts. 

1.9% 

1958 

2 tons 

5 cwts. 

8 tons 

9 cwts. 

10  tons  14  cwts. 

2.2% 

1959 

2 tons 

2 cwts. 

7 tons 

6 cwts. 

9 tons  8 cwts. 

1-4% 

1960 

12  cwts. 

7 tons 

1 1 cwts. 

8 tons  3 cwts. 

1.0% 
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Inspection  of  Other  Foods 

A case  occurred  in  the  year  when  sausage  rolls  exposed  for  sale  in 
a snack  bar  were  examined  and  found  in  mouldy  condition.  Alter- 
ations in  delivery  periods  were  immediately  made  to  prevent  any 
recurrance  and  the  Council  decided,  in  this  particular  case,  to  send  a 
strong  warning  letter  to  the  trader  concerned. 

Retail  food  shops  have  been  visited  on  request  over  spoiled  goods 
and  condemnation  notes  issued  as  appropriate.  Weekly  inspections 
have  also  been  made  to  the  canning  factory  to  certify  the  amount  of 
imported  fruits  found  after  storage  to  be  unfit  for  further  processing. 
Food  has  also  been  inspected  which  was  rendered  unfit  because  of 
mechanical  breakdown  of  a refrigerator. 


Control  of  Milk  Supplies 

Since  1956,  the  rural  district  has  been  included  in  a specified 
area  where  only  designated  milks  may  be  sold  by  retail.  One  dairy 
was  registered  by  the  Council  for  the  bottling  of  tuberculin  tested  milk 
and  there  were  twelve  registered  distributors  operating  in  the  district. 


The  table  below  indicates  the  types  of  licences  authorising  the  use 
of  special  designations  which  were  issued  by  this  Council  in  1960,  and 
also  gives  the  results  of  the  30  samples  which  were  taken  from  various 
dealers.  The  matter  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  was  taken  up  with 
the  authority  in  whose  district  the  milk  was  bottled,  and  subsequent 
samples  from  the  same  firm  proved  satisfactory. 


Supple- 
Dealers  mentary 
Licences  Licences 


Pasteurised  11  6 

Sterilised  10  4 

Tuberculin  Tested  4 5 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised)  9 1 


Satis- 

factory 

Samples 

13 

4 

5 

8 


Unsatis- 

factory 

Samples 


1 


By  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  1960,  the  licensing 
for  authorising  the  use  of  graded  milks  has  been  transferred  so  that  in 
future,  the  Holland  County  Council  will  carry  out  this  function  and  the 
County  public  health  inspector  will  take  bacteriological  as  well  as 
chemical  and  biological  milk  samples. 
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Ice  Cream  Control 


There  is  one  “ cold-mix  ” manufacturer  in  the  district  and  92 
dealers’  premises  in  use  which  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage 
of  ice-cream.  In  the  year  ten  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
public  health  laboratory  at  Peterborough  ; eight  were  placed  in 
Provisional  Grade  1 and  two  in  Provisional  Grade  2. 

The  County  Health  Inspector  took  samples  for  compositional 
quality  and  checked  on  correct  labelling  and  designation  of  the  product. 

As  far  as  possible,  the  department  discourages  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
at  petrol  filling  stations  and  similar  premises  where  full  precautions 
are  not  likely  to  be  taken  to  protect  this  popular,  and  nowadays  safe, 
article  of  our  diet. 


Hygiene  of  Food  Premises 

There  can  be  no  complacency  over  this  aspect  of  our  work.  The 
pleasing  facts  are  that,  in  regard  to  premises  over  which  the  department 
has  control,  there  has  never  been  a true  outbreak  of  food  poisoning 
notified,  no  reported  case  has  incriminated  a good  business  in  the 
district  and  the  last  confirmed  case  of  food  poisoning  was  in  1955, 
although  this  is  nationally  notorious  as  a grossly  undernotified  disease. 
It  is  thought  that  the  overall  standard  of  cleanliness  of  food  premises 
in  the  district  is  above  average.  The  disturbing  facts  are  that  without 
a proper  sewerage  system  conservancy  of  clean  water  is  practised  in 
many  homes  and  many  food  premises  ; in  urbanised  areas  vault  and 
pail  closets  are  all  too  close  to  pantry  windows  and  to  food  displays. 
If  time  had  permitted,  many  more  visits  ought  to  have  been  made  by 
the  inspectorate  to  food  premises,  and  in  particular  to  the  registered 
premises.  A yet  higher  standard  of  food  handling  is  desirable  and 
could  be  achieved  but  it  is  urgent  that  the  above  drawbacks  be  removed. 

Requests  were  made  to  the  management  of  the  canning  factory  for 
various  matters  to  be  done  and  various  recommendations  were  made 
to  safeguard  their  products.  Many  points  were  brought  out  and 
discussed  in  the  year,  most  of  the  matters  referred  to  were  remedied 
at  once,  some  at  considerable  cost,  but  as  structural  alterations  are 
necessary  to  comply  with  some  recommendations,  these  have  had  to  be 
left  until  the  annual  close-down. 

The  matter  of  dirty  bread  delivery  trays  was  taken  up  with  one 
large  firm  resulting  in  an  alteration  in  their  despatch  at  the  depots 
concerned,  which  were  outside  this  area.  Five  other  informal  notices 
were  sent  to  food  traders  within  the  district  in  regard  to  requirements 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 
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The  table  below  gives  a list  of  food  premises  in  the  district  : — 


Bakery  and  confectionery  premises  ...  ...  17 

Butchery  premises  ...  ...  ...  28 

Canning  and  bottling  premises  ...  ...  2 

Canteens  at  schools,  works  and  hospitals  ...  24 

Catering  premises  proper  ...  ...  ...  24 

Dairy  and  ice-cream  manufacture  ...  ...  2 

Fried  fish  and  chip  saloons  ...  ...  17 

Fruit  and  greengrocery  premises  ...  ...  3 

Grocery  and  provisions  premises  ...  ...  72 

Licensed  houses  and  clubs  ...  ...  ...  96 

Small  general  stores  ...  ...  ...  14 

Sweet  confectionery  shops  ...  ...  ...  21 


Twenty-one  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausage  and  preserved  meats. 


DISINFESTATION 


Rodent  Control 

The  Council  employs  a trained  rodent  operator  who,  to  complete 
a full  working  week,  also  carries  out  insect  control,  disinfection  and 
other  work  in  the  department.  Warfarin  5 has  been  used  exclusively 
by  the  operator — almost  IJ  tons  of  this  mixed  bait  was  laid  down  in 
the  year — and  as  almost  every  farmer  carrying  out  his  own  treatment 
also  uses  this  poison,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  there  will  be  no  resistance 
to  it  built  up  in  the  rat  population. 

Owing  to  the  size  of  this  rural  district,  the  rodent  operator  has  to 
work  largely  on  his  own  initiative  and  without  supervision  and  thanks 
are  due  to  him  for  keeping  down  the  rat  population  of  the  area.  With- 
out continuous  survey  and  control  work,  infestations  in  a district  like 
this  could  reach  alarming  proportions.  Checks  are  made  as  far  as 
possible  to  ensure  the  Threshing  and  Dismantling  of  Ricks  Regulations 
are  being  complied  with. 

Details  of  the  total  work  undertaken  have  been  compiled  in  the 
following  table.  Inspections  made  by  public  health  inspectors  have 
aFo  been  included. 
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TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 

1 2 3 4 5 


Local 

Dwelling 

Business 

Total  of 

Agricul- 

Authority 

Houses 

Premises 

1,  2 & 3 

tural 

Total  Number  of  Properties 

(Estimated) 

in  District 

54 

7080 

1135 

8269 

1700 

Number  of  Properties 

inspected  during  1959  (a) 

1 

33 

13 

47 

27 

as  a result  of  (a)  Not-  (b) 

19 

38 

20 

77 

49 

fication  (b)  Survey  or  (c) 

(c;  otherwise 

9 

107 

53 

169 

54 

Total  Inspections 

139 

256 

142 

537 

313 

Number  of  Properties  inspec- 

ted  found  to  be  infested 

with  ( Major 

with  (a)  Rats  ^ 

2 

5 

34 

16 

2 

55 

5 

48 

(h)  Mice  ^ 

Cb;  Mice  ^ 

1 

7 

~2 

10 

Number  of  infested  Proper- 

ties  treated  by  Local  Auth- 

ority 

8 

39 

14 

61 

35 

Total  treatments  carried  out 

15 

43 

23 

81 

49 

No.  of  notices  served  under 

Section  4 of  the  Act 

(a)  Treatment 

■ — 

— 

1 

1 

5 

(b)  Structural  Work 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Block  Control  Schemes 

1 

Insect  Control 

Concern  has  been  felt  over  the  insect  control  measures  at  the 
canning  factory  in  the  area  and  as  a result  a specialist  firm  were  engaged. 
Fondant  baits  were  positioned  at  all  entrances  to  the  factory  workrooms 
and  this  did  seem  successful  in  reducing  wasp  infestation.  The 
question  of  control  of  other  flying  insects  is  also  to  receive  attention. 

Wasps  were  by  no  means  so  prevalent  in  the  area  as  in  the  previous 
summer,  yet  the  department  were  called  in  to  destroy  20  nests  which 
were  near  houses  and  causing  annoyance.  Two  serious  infestations 
of  honey  bees  in  houses  were  also  dealt  with. 
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In  August,  complaints  of  fruit  flies  invading  houses  in  number 
over  a wide  area  were  investigated  and  the  source  of  the  trouble  was 
traced  to  the  tipping  of  rotten  potatoes  in  pits.  Control  measures  were 
instituted  and  the  nuisances  abated. 

Two  complaints  were  investigated  concerning  house  fly  larvae, 
and  two  properties  were  treated  against  ants.  Also,  advice  was  given 
over  a number  of  black  carpet  beetles  which  were  found  in  a house  a 
short  time  after  a new  carpet  had  been  bought. 

A serious  bed  bug  infestation,  the  first  for  many  years,  was 
noticed  whilst  carrying  out  an  inspection  of  a house  for  slum  clearance 
purposes.  The  house  was  well  kept  by  the  tenant  and  well  furnished — 
the  infestation  was  obviously  of  long  standing.  This  house  and  the 
adjoining  houses  in  the  terrace  were  thoroughly  treated  before  the 
tenants  were  rehoused. 

Every  effort  was  made  at  refuse  tips  to  keep  down  insect  infes- 
tations stringently.  In  spite  of  everything,  at  one  tip  which  is  for- 
tunately well  removed  from  houses,  crickets  were  found  extremely 
difficult  to  completely  eradicate. 


FACTORIES,  WORKPLACES,  ETC. 


General  Health  Provisions  at  Factories 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  inspection  factory  premises 
during  1960.  There  were  no  prosecutions. 


Factories  Act  1937  and  1948 

No.  on 
Register 

Factories  without  power  5 
Factories  with  Power  105 
Works  of  building 

operations  5 


No.  of 

Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

3 

— 

— 

37 

1 

— 

5 

39 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : 


Referred  Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H.M. 
Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  - _ _ _ 

Overcrowding  - _ _ _ 

Unreasonable  temperature  - _ _ _ 

Inadequate  ventilation  - _ _ _ 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  - _ _ _ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient  - _ _ _ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  1 1 - - 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  - _ _ _ 

Other  offences  - _ _ __ 

1 outworker  is  employed  in  making  hair  pins. 


Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire 

After  joint  inspection  and  consultation  with  officers  of  the  County 
Fire  Brigade,  certificates  have  been  issued  in  respect  of  a total  of  eight 
factories  with  respect  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  With  the 
coming  into  force  of  section  9 of  the  Factories  Act  1959,  this  work  has 
now  been  wholly  transferred  to  the  fire  authority. 


Storage  of  Petroleum 

The  public  health  inspectors  are  also  appointed  officers  under  the 
Petroleum  Regulation  Act  1928-1936.  A total  of  141  inspections  were 
made  at  petrol  stores  in  the  district  and  six  informal  notices  were  sent 
out  requiring  works  to  be  done  to  comply  with  licensing  conditions. 
18  new  tanks  were  installed  accordingly  to  the  constructional  require- 
ments of  the  model  code  and  air  pressure  tests  were  witnessed  in  each 
case.  Flow  tests  have  also  been  carried  out  at  8 premises.  3 disused 
tanks  were  suitably  filled  in.  Seepage  tests,  with  the  aid  of  a newly 
purchased  short  ullage  rod,  were  carried  out  at  1 installation. 

A total  of  191  petrol  stores  and  one  carbide  of  calcium  store  were 
licensed  in  1960.  Revenue  from  fees  amounted  to 
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